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The Role of Australian Pharmacists in Disaster Management
The recent fires that ravaged Australian forests and communities exposed a mostly overlooked loophole in disaster management. While pharmacists are strategically positioned to assist communities during disasters, there exists no framework to tap into this potential. Historically, the only remarkable contribution from Australian pharmacists has been logistical and being part of the supply chain management. 
With the increasing susceptibility of communities to disasters, the need for beefing up preparedness has become apparent. In a bid to establish the preparedness of pharmacists, numerous studies have been conducted. One such study was conducted online by emailing people who are party to the disaster management unit at the Queensland University of Technology. Pharmacists were asked to give their opinions on their disaster preparedness.
Out of a total of 446 surveys, only 97 people responded translating to a response rate of about 22 percent. About 50 percent of the respondents said they had experience in disaster management, with a majority of these having responded to at least one disaster (Porter, Singleton, Tippett, and Nissen, 2018). These results indicate that pharmacists have the relevant skills and important tools required for disaster management although they are not well utilized. 
Researchers have identified several roles that pharmacists can play in the prevention, preparedness, and response to disasters. In the prevention phase, pharmacists can help in educating the public about the spread of communicable diseases as well as in administering vaccines (Watson, Singleton, Tippett, Nissen, 2019). Pharmacists may as well help communities reduce the health risks that come with hazards. 
On preparedness, pharmacists should ensure there exists a reliable system to coordinate disaster response. Member participants should understand the process of accessing national stockpiles and important contacts from which to get guidance (Watson et al, 2019). During a response, the most important role would be to coordinate the logistics of medical supplies. If combined with other disaster response efforts, the input of pharmacists would help reduce fatalities. 
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